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THE FALL OF BABYLON. 


A 


S ERM ON. 


REV. xvi. 19. LATTER PART. 


AND GREAT BABYLON CAME IN REMEMBRANCE BEFORE 
GOD, TO GIVE UNTO HER THE CUP OF THE WINE OF THE 
FIERCENESS OF HIS WRATH. 


HE pages of hiſtory are crowded with 

intereſting events ; but with none more 
intereſting than have tranſpired of late. With- 
in the laſt few years, Europe has been the thea- 
tre of the moſt extraordinary tranſactions: tranſ- 
actions that have no leſs confounded the ſaga- 
city of the philoſopher, than baffled the ſchemes 
of the ſtateſman. Of theſe events, no one 1s 


more worthy a religious regard, than the FALL 
of RoME.(a) A cloſe connection ſubſiſting be- 


(a) Whatever political attachments we may have form- 
ed, we cannot juſtify robbery and rapine, though carried 
on under the ſpecious pretence of revenging national in- 
ſult, or planting the tree of liberty among ſlaves. The 
means by which. Rome has fallen, none can juſtify, but 
the event we muſt all approve. 


B | tween 


(.2.) 


tween this and Revelation, renders it a proper 
ſubje& for our preſent reflection. For calling 
your attention to it, we make no apology, If 
any is neceſſary; it is becaufe we have not done 
it, with our brethren i in the eſtabliſhment, be- 
fore. (b) 

The connexion between Prophecy, and Pro- 
vidence, is ever intereſting ; but it is peculiarly 
ſo at the preſent period. And embracing this 
opportunity, as appropriate to our purpoſe, we 
ſhall endeavour to point out the agreement be- 
tween the predictions of Scripture, and the rife, 
duration, and fall of BABYLON, or Rome. 

Before we proceed to illuſtrate theſe points, 
we ſhall make a few preliminary obſervations. 

Firſt, National calamities form a part of the 
great plan of Providence. All things are regu- 
lated, according to a wiſe and equitable ſcheme, 
previouſly ſettled. No wiſe man enters upon 
an important undertaking, without firſt fitting 
down to count the coſt. No architect begins 
to raiſe a manſion, before he has fixed upon his 
plan; and well adjuſted every part. And does 


(6b) See Wrangham' s Sermon on the Fall of Rome; and 
Dr. Valpy's Sermon at the Conſecration of the Colours of 
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the great Creator, act with leſs wiſdom ? * He 
worketh all things after the council of his own 
will.” () Every event is immediately under 
his controul. He changeth times and ſeaſons ; 
he removeth kings; and ſetteth up kings: he 
giveth wiſdom unto the wiſe, and knowledge to 
them that know underſtanding. He revealeth 
the deep and ſecret things, he knoweth what is 
in the darkneſs, and the light dwelleth with 
him.” (4) There is nothing deficient ; nothing 
redundant in Divine Providence. The Lord 
of Hofts hath ſworn, ſaying, ſurely as I have 
thought, ſo ſhall it come to paſs; as I have pur- 
poſed, ſo ſhall it ſtand.” (e) 

It follows; that the deſtruction of Babylon, 
was as neceſſary a part of Providence, as the 
reſtoration of the Jews; the deſtruction of je- 
ruſalem, as the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity ; 
and the overthrow of Papal tyranny, as the vic- 
tories of a Duncan, or a Nelſon. 

Secondly, Some national events are the ſub- 
jects of prophecy. 

The ends to be anſwered by prophecy, are, 
a diſplay of the perfections of Deity ; a demon- 


le) Eph. i. 11, (4) Dan. ii. 21, 22. (e) Ifa. xiv. 24. 
B 2 ſtration 


(4-3 


{tration of the moral government of God; and 
a confirmation of the inſpiration of the ſacred 
volume. Theſe ends can be anſwered by the 
revelation of a few grand tranſactions. It would 
be unreaſonable therefore to expect more than 
we find in Scripture. Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, 
Egypt, and Jeruſalem, have all been the ſub- 
ject of prophecy, and have all ſhared the exact 
fate predicted. (e) The power of Antichriſt, 
the perſecutions of the Church, the Reforma- 
tion, the revolution in France, and the calami- 
ties in Italy; (/) have all likewiſe been the ſub- 
jects of prophetic foreſight. 

Thirdly. In prophecy, the proper names of 
perſons, and places, are not always uſed ; but 
ſometimes the names of perſons, and places, 
which bcar ſome ſtrong reſemblance to thoſe 
deſigned. In many inſtances proper names have 
been uſed. Cyrus was foretold by name. (g) 
Babylon, Nineveh, Tyre, Egypt, and Jeruſa- 
lem, were plainly mentioned. On other occa- 
ſions, compariſons have been employed. Baby- 
lon was compared to a lion; Perſia to a bear; 


(e) Biſhop Newton on the Prophecies. Ed. 9. in 2 vol. 
(% Rev. xvii, 13.—vi. 9,—Xkii. 7,—Xxiv, C-9,xi. 13, 
Xvi. 10, (e) Iſaiah xli. 1. | 
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Macedonia to a leopard ; Rome to a dreadful 
and terrible beaſt without a name; Cyrus to a 
ram; and Alexander to a goat. (5) In other 
inſtances, the names of perſons, of ſimilar cha- 
racters, and places of like deſcription, have been 
ſubſtituted for the proper. Thus Chriſt is call- 
ed David, both by Jeremiah and Hoſea ; (i) 
and John the Baptiſt, was called Elijah. ( 
And in our text, Babylon is mentioned; but 
Rome is meant. That is evident. Firſt, Becauſe 
what is ſaid, cannot be applied to Babylon, nor 
to any other place, beſide Rome. Babylon was 
deſtroyed, many years before St. John's time; 
and had become the habitation of doleful crea- 
tures, of ſatyrs, of dragons, and of the wild 
beaſt of the deſert. (7) Nor has there ever been 
another place found, to which the deſcription 
will tolerably apply.—Secondly, What is ſaid of 
Babylon, and the beaſt, directly agree with the 
ſituation and circumſtancies of Rome. The 
beaſt has © ſeven heads and ten horns ;” the 
well-known marks of that great city: © The 
ſeven heads,” alluding to the ſeven mountains 


' (+3) Dan. vii. 4, 7.viii. 20, 21. (i) Jerem. xxx. 9. 
Hoſea i, 5. () Mat. iv. 5. (7) Iſaiah xiii. 21, 22. 
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whereon, Rome is ſituated ; and the ſeven forms 
of government which ſucceſſively prevailed there. 
“The ten horns,” ſignify the ten kingdoms, 
into which the Roman Empire was divided. (m) 
In ſhort, every characteriſtic mentioned, mi- 
nutely accords with Rome: as its tyranny, blaſ- 
phemy, pride, cruelty, and many other parti- 
culars.— Thirdly, Divines of different perſua- 
ſions, (x) countries, and ages; agree, that by 
the beaſt, and Babylon, we are to underſtand 
Rome. By Babylon,” ſays Biſhop Newton, 
* was meant Rome, as all authors, of all ages 
and countries agree: but it was not prudent to 
denounce the deſtruction of Rome in open and 
direct terms: it was for many wiſe reaſons done 
covertly, under the name of Babylon ; which, 
was the great idolatreſs of the earth; and the 


(n] Biſhop Newton, Vol. II. 274. 


() Certiſſimum eſt nomine Babylonis—Romam urbem 
ſignificari. Baronius ad Ann. 45. Johannes in Apocalpſi 
paſſim Romam vocat Babylonem,—Et aperte colligitur ex 
cap. xvii. Apocalypſis. Bellarmin. de Rom. Pontif. Lib. III. 
cap. 13. Kc. Vide B. Newton, Vol. II. p. 310. Note E. 
Poli ſynopſis. Vol. V. p. 1936. Turrettini Theologia. 
Vol. IV. De neceſſaria receflione noſtta ab eccleſia Roma» = 
na, Diput. 5. p. 144. 
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6 
enemy of the people of God in former, as Rome 
has been in latter times.“ (o) 

That Rome is meant, is then univerſally al- 
lowed; but divines are not equally agreed that 
Rome chriſtian is intended. Dr. Hammond, 
the Biſhop of Meaux, and others, ſuppoſe hea- 
then Rome to be deſigned. But this is inad- 
miſſible for the following reaſons. Firſt, John 
ce ſaw the beaſt riſe up out of the ſea.” Hea- 
then Rome had riſen, and been eſtabliſhed ſe- 
veral hundred years before his time. This being 
prophetical, and not hiſtorical, cannot be con- 
ſidered as referring to the Roman Empire then 
ſubſiſting; but to a form of government atter- 
wards to riſe ; and no new form of government 
ever roſe, after heathen Rome was broken to 
pieces by the barbarians; till the beaſt aſcend- 
ed to power, Secondly, This will appear ſtil] 
clearer, if you conſider, the deſcription given of 
the beaſt, will apply only to chriſtian Rome. 
The time allowed for the continuance of the 
beaſt, will not apply to heathen Rome. Hea- 
then Rome did not laſt 400 years after this pro- 
phecy ; but power was give to the beaſt 1260 


(e B. Newton, Vol. II. p. 294. 
B 4 years. 
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years. Beſides, if heathen Rome were meant, 
it ought to have been totally deſtroyed.(p) In 
many other particulars the deſcription will not 
agree to heathen Rome; while it ſtrictly con- 
forms in the moſt minute circumſtances to Rome 
chriſtian. Thirdly, John's aſtoniſhment at the 
ſight of the Harlot, is a further confirmation. 


« And when I ſaw her, I wondered (ſays the 


Apoſtle) with great admiration.” (q) But why 
ſo, if it were heathen Rome, where John him- 
ſelf had been perſecuted ? Surely he could not 
be aſtoniſhed that heathens, given up to every 
vice, ſhould afflict the church. But he might 
well be aſtoniſhed, that the Chriſtian Church 


ſhould intoxicate herſelf with the blood of the 


Saints. Laſtly, In ſupport of this ſentiment, we 
have the majority of Proteſtant Divines. But 
very few have held the contrary, while Uſher, 
Durham, Pool, Goodwin, Mede, Lowman, 
Dodderidge, Gill, Newton, and many others, 
have ſupported this. 

Viewing every national event, as part of the 
grand ſcheme of Providence; believing the 
troubles of Italy, to be ſubjects of divine pre- 


{/) Poli Synopſis, Vol. V. p. 1937. (4) Rev. xvii. 6. 
diction ; 


C33 
dition; and convinced, that Rome is the 
Babylon of St. John; we proceed to ſhow the 
connexion between Scripture prophecy, and 
the riſe, duration and fall of Popery. 

Firſt. The riſe of Popery. This is noticed 
by three of the ſacred penmen: By Daniel, 
« [ conſidered the horns, and behold there came 
up among them another little horn,—in this 
horn, were eyes, like the eyes of man; and a 
mouth ſpeaking great things.“ And I be- 
held, and the ſame horn, made war with the 
ſaints; and prevailed againſt them.” © And 
he ſhall ſpeak great words, againſt the Moſt 
High; and ſhall wear] out the ſaints of the 
Moſt High; and think to change times, and 
laws.” („) And the King ſhall do according to 
his will ; and he ſhall exalt himſelf, and mag- 
nify himſelf above every god; and ſhall ſpeak 
marvellous things againſt the God of gods. 
Neither ſhall he regard—the defire of women 
nor regard any god: for he ſhall magnify him- 

ſelf above all.” (s) The fame was foretold by 
Paul. For that day ſhall not come, unleſs 
their come a falling away firſt, and that Man of 


0 | (r) Dan, vii, 8, 21, 25. () Ch. xi. 36, 37. 
ſin 
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fin be revealed, that ſon of perdition ; who op- 
poſeth, and exalteth himſelf, above all that is 
called God, or that is worſhipped; fo that he as 
God, ſitteth in the temple of God, ſhewing him- 
ſelf that he is God.” () St. John gives a ſimilar 
view of the ſame character. And I ſtood 
upon the ſand of the ſea, and ſaw a beaſt riſe up 
out of the ſea; having ſeven heads and ten 
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and 
upon his heads the name of blaſphemy.” * And 
there was given unto him a mouth ſpeaking great 
things and blaſphemies.” And he opened 


his month in blaſphemy againſt God.“ And 


it was given unto him to make war with the 
ſaints, and to overcome them.“ (2) Theſe paſ- 
ſages clearly relate to but one object; and in 
ſeveral inſtances the ſame words are uſed; and 
through the whole deſcriptions, we perceive the 
ſame monſter appearing before the eyes of each 
writer. And who was this, but Antichriſt ? 
The paſſages are applicable to no other; and to 
him they are ſtrictly applicable. 
Firſt, They agree to no other, Attempts 
have been made, to force an application of theſe 


(2) 2 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4. (2) Rev. xii. 1. 5—7. 
prophe- 
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prophecies to others. Junius, Polanus, Grotius, 
and Collins, have applied thoſe of Daniel to 
Antiochus Epiphanes. (x) The man of fin, 
Grotius conceives to be Caligula, the Roman 
Emperor. Hammond ſuppoſes Simon Magus 
intended. And Whitby, the Jews, who either 
revolted from the faith, or the Roman Em- 
pire. (y) The beaſt of the Revelations, with 
no leſs impropriety, has been applied to, the 
Devil, to heathen Rome, and the Turkiſh Em- 
pire, (2) The abſurdity of the firſt application, 
immediately appears, if you conſider, that the 
little horn was to continue till the coming of 
Chriſt to judgment; (4) and that Antiochus 
Epiphanes was dead above a hundred years 
before his. incarnation. That the Man of fin 
was not Caligula, muſt be clear, if you remem- 
ber that he never embraced chriſtianity, and 
therefore could not be an Apoſtate. Nor was 
he exer ſeated in the temple of Gods and there 
worſhipped.” And that it could not be Simon 
Magus, is no leſs evident; for he had been 


(x) Poli Synopfis in loco. B. Newton, Vol. I. p. 255, 
(y) Grotius, Hammond and Whitby, in loco. 
(2) Poli Synopfis, and Gill on Rev. xiii. 
(4) Dan, vii, 21, 22-26, 
© revealed” 
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ci revealed” many years before the prophecy 


was delivered. (5) On the application of the 


beaſt to the Devil, to the Turkiſh Empire, and 
heathen Rome, it is unneceſſary to ſay any 
thing; having already ſhewn, that both Papiſts 
and Proteſtants agree that Rome 1s intended, 
Secondly, Theſe paſſages, while applicable to 


no other, contain a juſt deſeription of the Ro- 


man Pontiffs exhibiting theſe four prominent 
features Blaſphemy - Incomparable arrogance 
—- Unnatural abſtinence — and Unprovoked 
cruelty. 
Blaſphemy. The little horn ſpeaks great 
things, and marvellous things, againſt the Moſt 
High.” * The beaſt opens his mouth, and 
blaſphemes the Moſt High.” And what can be 
greater blaſphemy than the titles claimed by 
the Popes: Infallible Judge; Univerſal Biſhop ; 
Sovereign of Kings, and Diſpoſer of Kingdoms; 
Vicegerent of Chriſt, and God upon Earth ? 
Incomparable arrogance, 1s another feature, 
6 The horn exalted, and magnified himſelf, 
above all that is called God.“ Nor did he 
regard any God, for he magnified himſelf above 


(3) Bp. Newton, Vol. II. 89, 99. 
_ 
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all.“ The Man of fin alſo, © oppoſeth, and 
exalteth himſelf, above all that is called God, 
or that is worſhiped ; ſo that he as God, fitteth 
in the temple of God; ſhewing himſelf that he 
is God.“ The ſame character is given of the- 
beaſt. (c) The arrogance of the pontifical chair, 
ſtrictly correſponds with the deſcription here 
given. © As ſoon as a Pope is choſen, he is 
clothed with the pontifical robes, and crowned 
and placed upon the altar, and the cardinals 
come and kiſs his feet; which ceremony is call- 
ed adoration.” (d) The Pope makes himſelf 
equal, and even ſuperior to God, in affecting 
divine titles, attributes, and honours ; in aſſum- 
ing a power of diſpenſing with the immutable 
laws of nature and the goſpel ; in ſubſtituting 
for the commandment of God, the traditions of 
men ; in treading upon the altar of God at his 
inauguration, and making the table of the Lord 
his footſtool, and in that poſture receiving the 
adoration of his Cardinals.” (e) 

Unnatural abſtinence, is a third characteriſtic. 
© Not regarding the deſire of women.” © For- 


(c) Rev. xiv. 15. (4) Bp. Newton, Vol. II. p. 284. 
(e) Idem 361. Turrett, Vol, IV. De Neceſſ. &c. Diſp. 7. 
p. 188, 190. 
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bidding to marry.” It is notorious to all, that 
for centuries, marriage has been prohibited 
among the prieſts of Antichriſt, 

We have a fourth mark, Unprovoked cruelty. 
* The horn made war with the Saints, and pre- 
vailed againſt them.” * To the beait it was 
given,” allo, © to make war with the Saints, 
and to overcome them.“ Our hearts {till bleed, 
with the remembrance of the thouſands ſlaugh- 
tered by Papal cruelty. The vallies of Pied- 
mont, the fields of the Netherlands, the ſtreets 
of Paris, and the rivers of Ireland, are till 
ſtained with innocent blood. Heathen Rome, 
deſtroyed its thouſands ; but Chriſtian Rome, 
its tens of thouſands. 

Theſe prophecies, correſponding with no 
other character in the page of hiſtory, and ſo 
minutely correſponding with the Roman Pon- 
tiff, are therefore juſtly referred to him. 

Secondly. The connexion between Prophecy 
and the duration of Antichriſt, comes next un- 
der conſideration. Prophetical language is ob- 
ſcure, from the allufions made to cuſtoms now 
unknown ; from the ſtyle generally employed ; 
and from the diſtance betwixt the predictions 
and their accompliſhment. The numerical lan- 


guage 


(3 
guage employed to point out the time allotted 
for Antichriſt's reign, however clear in itſelf, is 
obſcure as to its commencement. Daniel and 
John agree in the time allowed for his continu- 
ance; and, which is worthy of notice, uſe the 
ſame language. They ſhall be given,” feys 


Daniel, „into his hands, until a time, and 


times, and the dividing of times.” (7) Again, 
in the 12th chapter, It ſhall be for a time, 
times, and a half.” St. John ſays, And the 
holy city ſhall they tread under foot, forty, and 
two months.” * And I will give power to my 
two witnefles, and they ſhall prophecy a thou- 
ſand two hundred and three-ſcore days.” (g) 
The woman having fled into the wilderneſs, is 
fed for a thouſand, two hundred, and three- 
ſcore days.” She is nouriſhed for a time, and 
times, and half a time.“ () Power was given 
unto the beaſt, to continue, forty, and two 
months.“ Theſe different forms of expreſſion, 
are deſigned for the ſame term of years. And 
computing by the ancient Chaldean years, of 
360 days, they amount to 1260 years. (i) * For 


() Dan. vii. 25. (g) Rev. xi. 2, 3. (+4) Ch. xii. 6, 
14. (i) Ch. xiii. 5. Vide Lowman on Rev, Sec. 9, p. 104, 
106, and Gill on Rev. ch. xi. 2. 


a time 
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a time is a year; and a time, and times, and 
the dividing of time, or half a time, are three 
years and a half; and three years and a half, are. 
forty-two months, or 1260 days; and 1260 
days, in prophetic ſtyle, are 1260 years.“ (k) 
And from a comparifon of theſe paſſages, thus 
explained, we conclude, that this will be the 
period of the churches great affliction, and the 
reign of Antichriſt. (1) | 

Thus far we have met with but little diffi- 
culty ; in what remains we may expect more. 
Commentators are in general agreed, that Anti- 
chriſt is to reign 1260 years; but they are by 
no means agreed, when his reign commenced. 
A celebrated Author, ( has been at great 
trouble to prove, that the Pope was not a little 
horn; and that his reign did not commence till. 
be became a temporal Prince; which he con- 
ceives, was, in the years 756, when Pepin wreſt- 
ed the Exarchate of Ravenna from the Lom- 
bards; and made it over to the Pope and his 
ſucceſſors. Another author, no leſs celebrated, (i) 


(4) Bp. Newton, Vol. II. p. 373, 374. Lowman on 
Rev. p. 106. (7) Gill on Rev. xiii. 5. Lodderidge's 
Fam. Exp. Rev. xii. Note d. (m) Lowman, Pref, to 
Paraph. on Rev. () Bp. Newton, Vol. II. p. 375. 
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has fixed the riſe of Antichriſt in the year 7253 
when Rome, and the Roman Dukedom, came 
from the Greeks to the Roman Pontiff, Flem- 
ing, Sir Iſaac Newton, and Dodderidge, unite 
alſo, in dating the riſe of Antichriſt from the 
time of his temporal exaltation. If his riſe is 
to be reckoned from the time he became a tem- 
poral Prince, then his temporal reign muſt laſt 
1260 years. For if his riſe is not to be reckon- 
ed till he was poſſeſſed of ſecular authority, 
then his fall muſt be when this power is taken 
away. (o) That the principle upon which theſe 
Authors argued, and the data they choſe, were 
wrong, time has proved. For according to 
Fleming, Lowman, and others, he ought to 
have poſſeſſed his temporal power till the year 
2016, And according to Biſhop Newton, till 
the year 1987. Mede, and thoſe who have fol- 
lowed him, have fixed his riſe much earlier, 
Mede dates his riſe in the year 456. And ac- 
cording to this, he muſt have fallen in the year 
1716, Fleming, Lowman, and Newton, were 
in one extreme, and Mede in the other. Many 
arguments might be produced to prove the Pope 


(e) Lowman, Rev. Sec. ix. p. 106, who himſelf allows 


this mode of reaſoning. 
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was a little horn, or horn of little power, before 
he became a temporal Prince. But thele are all 
ſuperſeded. Exiſting circumſtances put it be- 
yond a doubt. His dominion is taken from 
him.” And if this was neceſſary to conſtitute 
him a horn at firſt, it was neceſſary to continue 
him one to the laſt. And upon this principle, 
he could not have been deprived of his ſecular 
authority for 1260 years after he received it ; 
which being in the etghth century, he muſt have 
continued his temporal domination two hundred 
years longer. 

If we are not to date his rife, according to 
Mede, from the time Genſeric took Rome; nor 
according to Fleming, or Newton, when the 
Pope was raiſed to princely honours, in what 
year can it be fixed? This is an important queſ- 
tion, and difficult to anfwer. What we ſhall ad- 
vance, therefore, will be with caution ; preſum- 
ing no farther than evidence ſhall appear to 
lead us. | 

We have ſeen that the year 456, was not the 
proper epoch. We have alſo proved, that it is 
not to be reckoned from the period he role to 
temporal authority. Driven from theſe by ſtub- 
born facts, we muſt look out for the moſt me- 

morable 


(mJ 


morable period between them. And what pe- 
riod was fo memorable as the year 606? The 
events of this year were ſuch, that many learned 
and judicious authors fixed upon it, long before 
time had proved the others to be erroneous. 

Many ſuperſtitious practices were now intro- 
duced. Pagan cuſtoms were incorporated with 
Chriſtian doctrines. The prieſthood was awfully 
debaſed, by ignorance, arrogance, avarice, and 
ſenſuality. In ſhort, the Church was little bet- 
ter than an heathen temple, and the prieſts of 
God reſembled the ſacrificers to Venus. This 
dreadful apoſtacy was the harbinger of the Man 
of Sin. And accordingly we find, that when 
his way was thus prepared, he was, agreeable to 
Paul, revealed. (p) Long had he been ſtrug- 
gling for univerſal power, and with it he was 
now inveſted. 

Phocas, a tyrant of the firſt order, by the en- 
treaty of Pope Boniface III. deprived the Biſhop 
of Conſtantinople of his title as univerſal Bi- 
ſhop, which he had long aſſumed, and conferred 
it exclufively on the Roman Pontiff. The Bi- 
ſhops of Rome and Conſtantinople, had for years 


(p) 2 Theff. ii. 3. 
En conteſted 
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conteſted this honour ; till now it was not de- 
cided : and from this time the Biſhop of Rome 
was raiſed above all others, and his ſupremacy 
eſtabliſhed by imperial authority. (q) This was 
the moſt intereſting tranſaction which concerned 
the Church for centuries. It lies between the 
extremes of Mede and Fleming, and I humbly 
conceive, that from this year we are to date the 
riſe of Antichriſt, My reaſons for fixing on this 
year are— 

Firſt, Moſt celebrated authors have either, 
following Mede, dated his rife from the time the 
Pope became a temporal Prince, or commenced 
his reign from this year. Time has demon- 
ſtrated, Mede was too early, Fleming and 
Newton too late. And as theſe are the only 
three periods that have been, or could well be 
fixed upon; and two of them have proved falſe, 
the third ſtill remaining, is probably the true. 
One of theſe, I preſume, muſt be right ; and 
the year 606 the epoch from which we are to 
reckon. | 

Secondly, From this period, the ſtate of the 
Church, and the character of the Roman Pon- 


z) Moſheim, Eccleſ. Hiſt. Vol. II. p. 169. Biſhop of 
Meaux, Univ. Hiſt, Vol. I. p. 159. 
tiffs, 
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riffs, fully anſwer the deſcription of Antichriſt, 
According to Paul, the Church had awfully 
fallen away. The apoſtacy was ſuch, that there 
was a ſtriking reſemblance between the Chrif- 
tian Church and an Heathen Temple. Images, 
bones, faints, and the relicts of the croſs, were 
worſhipped, The power of relicts, to cure diſ- 
eaſes of body and mind, was boldly aſſerted. 
Burning tapers at the tombs of the deceaſed, 
and the purification of departed ſouls by fire, 
were received as' Chriſtian rites. That the re- 
miſſion of fins might be ſecured by offerings to 
the Church, and preſents to the Monks, was in- 
duſtriouſly circulated among the people. The 
churches were made the ſanctuaries of the vileſt 
profligates and murderers. The power of work- 
ing miracles was aſſerted. The celibacy of the 
clergy was in high repute. The Monks, a nu- 
merous, popular, and powerful claſs, abandon- 
ed themſelves to every vice; and under pretence 
of ſanctity, nurſed men in fin, and robbed them 
of their wealth. In ſhort, The Church was at 
this time,” ſays Moſheim, ** truly deplorable ; 
neither biſhops, preſbyters, deacons, nor even 
the cloiſtered monks, were exempt from the 
general contagion, as appears from the unanim- 
5 C 3 ous 
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ous confeſſion of all the writers of this century 
that are worthy of credit. In thoſe very places 
which were conſecrated to the advancement of 
piety and the ſervice of God, there was little 
elſe to be ſeen than ghoſtly ambition, inſatiable 
avarice, pious frauds, intolerable pride, and a 
ſupercilious contempt of the natural rights of 
the people, with many other vices ſtill more 
enormous.“ (7) 

By the authority the Pope had lately ac- 
quired, he was now raiſed to ſuch power, that 
the jealouſy of ſeveral Emperors, Princes, and 
whole Nations was inflamed againſt him, and 
they ſtrongly oppoſed his encroachments. The 
Monks, after flying to Emperors and Princes, 
applied to him for more complete ſecurity. 
This they obtained, and the imperious Pon- 
tiffs,” ſays Moſheim, * always fond of exerting 
their authority, exempted, by degrees, the mo- 
naſtic orders from the juriſdiction of the bi- 
ſhops.” In return for his kindneſs, they repre- 
ſented him, among the ignorant multitude, * a 
ſort of God.” Nor was this peculiar to the 
Monks, for Ennodius before had aſſerted, © that 


(r) Moſh. Eccl, Hiſt, Vol. II. p. 125, 171—176. 
| the 


( 23 3 


the Roman Pontiff was conſtituted Judge in the 
place of God, which he filled as the vicegerent 
of the Moſt High.” (5) How clearly is Anti- 
chriſt ſeen in all theſe things. The falling way; 
the man of fin; the horn of little power ; the 
mouth ſpeaking great things and blaſphemies ; 
with many other characteriſtics of the great 
corrupter of Chriſtianity, and enemy of Chriſt. 
Thirdly, This epoch agrees beſt with the 
time when, according to prophecy, he was to be 
revealed. The riſe of Antichriſt was to be pre- 
ceded by three memorable events: The diſſolu- 
tion of the Roman Empire ; the eſtabliſhment 
of a different form of government in Italy; and 
the diviſion of the Empire into ten Kingdoms, 
The exiſtence of the Roman Empire prevented 
his riſe ; its deſtruction was neceflary for his 
manifeſtation. This event did not take place till 
the year 566. Odoacer depoſed Auguſtulus the 
. laſt Emperor, in the year 476; but Odoaccr 
and his ſucceſſors aſſuming the title of Kings of 
Italy, the form of government was not altered. 
This was therefore to be confidered as a con- 
tinuance of the old government, rather than 
(s) Idem 113, Turrett. Theolog. Vol. IV. De Neceſſ: 
Seceſſ. noſtra ab Eccleſ. Rom. Diſp. vii. p. 188, 189. 
C4 the 
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the eſtabliſhment of a new one, which did not 
take place till A. D. 566, or 568, when the 
Emperor of the Eaſt became maſter of Rome, 
and having aboliſhed all former civil offices, 
conſtituted a Duke of Rome, tributary to the 
exarchate of Ravenna. Rome had never ex- 
perienced this form of government before : and 
this I conceive to be the other, which in the 
Apoſtle's days, was ** not yet come, and when 
he cometh he muſt continue a ſhort time.“ (z) 

The exact time when the ten Kings aroſe 
cannot be determined. Some date their riſe in 
the fifth century ; others between the fourth 
and fixth ; and others not till the eighth. (2) 
© They were to receive power, as Kings, one 
hour, with the beaſt; that is, they were to riſe _ 
about the ſame time. Though Biſhop Newton, 
to accommodate his own hypotheſis concerning 
the beaſt, will not allow they properly roſe be- 
fore the eighth, yet he acknowledges, ** king- 
doms they might be before.” (x) The truth lies 
between the extremes. It is pretty clear they 
roſe by the ſeventh century ; and as the latitude 
of a prophetical hour is allowed for their riſe and 


(:) Bp. Newton, Vol. II. p. 320. (u) Idem, Vol. I. 
p. 255, 256. (x) Idem, Vol. II. p. 322. 
the 
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the riſe of the beaſt, it is not neceffary to know 
within ten years the eſtabliſhment of the former, 
to aſcertain that of the latter. From the whole 
it appears evident, that Mede's epoch was too 
early; for © he who letteth,” was not removed 
for ſome years afterwards; and Fleming's and 
Newton's too late, for the ten kings and the 
beaſt, were to riſe together ;(y) and the ten 
Kings roſe long before the eighth century, 

Fourthly, Recent events have rendered this 
epoch more probable than any other. We have 
ſeen the Pope deſpoiled of his temporal autho- 
rity ; but he ſtill fills the Papal chair. Secular 
authority was not neceſſary to conſtitute him a 
horn of little power at firſt, and taking this 
away does not terminate his reign. (2) There 
is little proſpe& of his reſtoration to temporal 
power; but whether the preſent Pontiff, or 
ſome of his ſucceſſors, may not take, for a ſhort 
time, the pontifical chair again in Rome, is not 


(y) Idem. They rife and fall, ſays Newton, „to- 
gether with the beaſt. 

(z) His ſecular domination has laſted but 1042 years, 
which is 218 ſhort of 1260. This is an inconteſtible proof 


that his reign is not to be meaſured by his poſſeſſion of 
temporal power, 


yet 
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yet abſolutely certain. However, the judgments 
with which the great City has been lately viſit- 
ed, are probably included in the fifth vial, 
And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon 
the ſeat of the beaſt, and his kingdom was full 
of darkneſs, and they gnawed their tongues for 
pain.” (a) Mede, Lowman, and Biſhop New- 
ton, unite in ſaying this refers to a remarkable 
period, in which the power and authority of 
Antichriſt ſhall be diminiſhed. (5) His power 
and authority are diminiſhed. His very throne 
has been viſited 1n wrath ; but he. is ſtill alive, 
and ſtill maintains his eccleſiaſtical honours. 
The wounds, however, which he has received, 
are deadly, but his end is not yet. The vial 
may be 50 or 60 years running out; during 
which time, it is probable he will continue to 
experience a vaſt variety of painful providences : 
and after ſuffering many heavy judgments, will 
be finally ſwept away. Is it likely that this 
event is, according to Fleming, above 200 
years diſtant ? Do not exiſting circumſtances 
ſtrongly favour the ſuppoſition, that not more 
than 7o years are yet to come ? 


(2) Rev. xvi. 10. (3) Mede, Lowman, and Newton 


in loco, 
Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, We are not alone, many wiſe and 
good men have fixed upon the ſame data. Men 
are not infallible their opinions are not deci- 
ſive — but ſtill, where we cannot from the nature 
of the ſubject expect demonſtration, we ought 
to pay ſome deference to the ſentiments of the 
wiſe. Among the learned who have favoured 
this opinion, we may mention Profeſſor Turrit- 


tine, Dr. Gill, Dr. Bellamy, Meſſrs. Brown, 


Parker, Maddocks, Ryland ; and even Biſhop 
Newton, conſcious that this epoch had many 
things in its favour, ſays, Very remarkable 
too it is, that Mohammed firſt contrived his 
impoſture in the year 696, the very ſame year 
wherein the tyrant Phocas made a grant of the 
ſupremacy to the Pope; and this might incline 
one to think that the 1260 years of the reign of 
Antichriſt are to be dated from this time.“ (c) 
For theſe reaſons I am diſpoſed to think with 
the Authors already mentioned, that the 1260 
years reign of Antichriſt, are to be dated from 
the time Phocas raiſed the Roman Pontiff above 
all his fellows; by conſtituting him (4) uni- 


(c) Newton, Vol. II. 377. 
(4) Turrett. Theo. De Neceſſ. Seceſſ. noſtra ab Eccleſ. 
Rom. Vol. IV. Diſp. vii. p. 180. 
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verſal Biſnop, Head of the whole Church, and 
ſpiritual Monarch. (e) 


Having 


(e) Dr. Valpy, in his Sermon at the Conſecration of the 
Colours of the Reading Aſſociation, and Edward King, Eſq. 
in his Signs of the Times, have fixed the rife of Antichriſt 
in the year 538, the year in which Vigilius purchaſed the 
Popedom. Reckoning 1260 years from this epoch, they 
find the deſtruction of the Man of fin in 1798. This coin- 
cidence may appear flatiering to many; but, with deference 
to the ſuperior talents of theſe Authors, I confeſs they have 
little weight with me, for the following reaſons : I. Vigi- 
lius's purchaſing the Popedom, was not ſuch an important 
or baſe tranſaction, as to be the decided characteriſtic of the 
riſe of Antichriſt. Many chronologers and hiſtorians paſs 
it by without even mentioning it; and even Moſheim, 
though Dr. V. has referred to him for a particular account 
of this event, does not notice it, as I can find, in the ſixth 
century, though he mentions ſeveral other things concern- 
ing him. The act was bad, it is true, but if purchaſing ec- 
clefiaſtical preferment conſtituted the riſe of the Man of fin, 
many Antichriſts have riſen ſince, in the reformed churches, 
as well as Romiſh. II. He who prevented his revelation 
was not removed till ſome years after 538, This we have 
before confirmed from Newton, who proves clearly, that 
the old government was not deſtroyed, and a new one in- 
troduced till the years 566, or 568, Until he who let, was 
taken out of the way, that wicked one was not to be reveal- 
ed, 2 Theſſ. ii. 7, 8. And according to this, it is evident, 
his riſe cannot be dated till after the year 566. III. In the 


year 533, and for ſeveral years after, the Biſhop of Rome 
4 *J poſſeſſed 
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Having thus conſidered his riſe, and dura- 
tion, we come, in the third place, to make ſome 
| obſerva- 


\ 


poſſeſſed no more power, nor inherited any more glory, 
than the Pontiff of Conſtantinople. So that if Antichrift 
had then riſen, he had riſen at Conſtantinople as well as at 
Rome; and there were two beaſts inſtead of one. Moſheim 
and others clearly ſhew, that both theſe Biſhops were upon 
equal footing, and that each ſtrove in vain, till the year 
606, to riſe above the other. See Moſheim, Cent. 6. Part II. 
Chap. ii. And Cent. 7, Part II. Chap. ii, It happens par- 
ticularly unfortunate for the abettors of this epoch, that Vi- 
gilius was not only baniſhed by the Emperor Juſtinian, but 
obliged to ſubmit even to the Biſhops of Africa and Illyri- 
cum. They obliged him to retract his judicatum, by which 
he had condemned the three chapters; and ſeparated them- 
ielves from his communion, refuſing to acknowledge him 
even one of their brethren. Moſheim, Cent. 6, Part II. 
Chap. iu. iv. My laſt reaſon for rejecting this data is, Anti- 
chriſt 1s not yet deſtroyed, Upon Dr. Valpy's and Mr. King's 
plan, temporal domination was not neceſſary to conftitute 
Antichriſt ; and if it were not neceſſary to conſtitute him at 
firit, why ſhould we ſuppoſe he is deſtroyed, becauſe this 
is taken from him ? He has loft his ſecular power ; but all 
Catholic Communities acknowledge his authority now in 
eccletiaſtical matters, as much as before he left Rome. He 
poſſeſſes eccleſiaſtical authority, though his temporal is 
gone. It appears therefore inconſiſtent to ſuppoſe, that 
the taking away his temporal power conſtitutes his ruin, 
when its poſſeſſion was not neceſſary to conſtitute his riſe. 
Befides, recent calamities only make a part of the judge- 

ments 
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obſervations on his fall. The deſtruction of 

Antichriſt is as certain as his exiſtence, The 

ſcriptures are as clear and deciſive upon this, as 

upon his elevation and continuance. * I be- | 
held,” ſays Daniel, „even till the beaſt was 
flain'and his body given to the burning flames: 
And they ſhall take away his dominion to con- 
ſume and deſtroy it to the end.” (7) Then,” 
ſays Paul, * ſhall that wicked one be revealed, 
whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the breath 
of his mouth, and deſtroy with the brightneſs 
of his coming.” (g) St. John is very large and 
diffuſive, In the 14th chapter he deſcribes the 
judgment of the beaſt in general terms. In the 
15th and 16th chapters they are more particu- 


— ments predicted. A great variety of calamities are threat- 

| ened ; part of which have come, and part have not ; which 
are to precede his complete ruin. Late events are the com- 

mencement of the fifth vial ; this muſt run out before the 

end of his reign will come. He is doomed to miſery, dif- 

grace, and the gradual loſs of power ; but his final overthrow 

is yet diſtant, Our authors have, pethaps, miſtaken the 

judgments which precede his ruin, for the thing itſelf. — 

And it is clear, and generally acknowledged, that the 1260 

years reach down to the time of his total deſtruction. Vide 

Mede, on the Fall of Antichriſt, or the Meaning of the 

Seven Vials. 

() Dan. vii. 11, 26. (3) 2 Theff, ii. 8. 
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larly repreſented, by the ſeven laſt plagues, or 
vials of God's wrath. In the 17th and 18th 
chapters, the complete deſtruction of Rome, 
and the total overthrow of Antichriſt, are de- 


ſcribed in language fimilar to that which the 


prophets uſed concerning Babylon. From the 
whole that is ſaid by theſe different inſpired 
G | writers, we learn, that the deſtruction of Rome 
is to be accompliſhed by three different means, 


operating at three different times. (b) By 


preaching the Goſpel—By the horns wreſting 
from the beaſt his ſecular power—And by 
burning the great City, and caſting the beaſt 
into hell. 
Firſt, By preaching the Goſpel. ** And there 
followed another angel, ſaying, Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen.” (i) By this angel, all agree, 
we are to underſtand the miniſtry of the Goſ- 
pel, by which the ruin of Rome was com- 
menced. Bp. Newton ſays, As by the firſt angel 
calling upon men to worſhip God, we under- 


ſtand the oppoſers of the worſhip of images, in 
the eighth and ninth centuries; ſo by this ſe- 


(5) Turrett. as above, p. 180, ſays, * Duae enim eſtae 
periodi notantur deſtructionis ejus a Spiritu S. &c.“ 
(i) Rev, xiv. 8. | | 
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cond angel proclaiming the fall of myſtic Baby. 
lon or Rome, we underſtand, particularly Peter 
Valdo, and thoſe who concurred with him in 
the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, who were the 
firſt heralds, as I may ſay, of this proclamation, 
as they firſt of all, in the twelfth century, pro- 
nounced the Church of Rome to be the apoca- 
Iyptic “ Babylon, the mother of harlots, and 
the abominations of the earth ;” and for this 
cauſe, not only departed from her communion 
themſelves, but engaged great numbers alſo to 
follow their example, and laid the firſt founda- 
tion of the Reformation. Rome thus began to 
fall ; and as the ruin of Babylon was completed 
by degrees, ſo likewiſe will that of Rome; and 
the holy Confeſſors and Martyrs firſt paved the 
way to it.“ (&) | 
Secondly, The deſtruction of the beaſt is to 
be promoted by the horns wreſting his ſecular 
power out of his hands. And the judgment 
ſhall ſit, and they ſhall take away his domi- 


() Diff. Vol, II. p. 295. See alſo p. 296. Vide Low- 
man, Gill, and Mede in loco. The laſt author is particu- 
larly excellent upon this paſſage. Vide alſo 2 Theſſ. ii. 8, 
and Dodderidge, Gill and others in loco. 


nion.“ 
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nion.“ ) And the fifth angel poured out 
his vial upon the ſeat of the beaſt, and his king- 
dom was full of darkneſs, and they gnawed 
their tongues for pain.” ( This is ſome 
_ calamity,” ſays Newton, “that ſhall fall upon 
Rome itſelf, and ſhall darken and confound the 
whole Antichriſtian Empire.” (2) * The ex- 
tent, authority, power, and influence of his go- 
vernment,” ſays Lowman, ** were much dimi- 
' niſhed.” ( But no author, I have ſeen upon 
the paſſage, is by any means equal to Mede. 
« The fifth vial is to be poured out upon the 
throne, or ſeat of the beaſt ; that is, Rome it- 
ſelf Now, by this deſtruction of the City of 
Rome,” ſays he, the name of the Pope thall 
not indeed utterly periſh, but from thenceforth 
he ſhall be deſpoiled of his glory and ſplendor, 
ſo that for grief they ſhall bite their tongues : 
in the mean time (notwithſtanding) perſevering 
ſtill in their impenitency, their hearts being 
hardened, they abuſe their grief to further blaſ- 
phemy.” (p) The 16th verſe of the 15th chap- 
ter deſerves attention: And the ten horns 


(1) Dan. vii. 26. Vide Newton, Vol. II. p. 380. Poli 
Synopſis in loco, and Gill. (m-) Rev. xvi. 10. () Dif, 
Vol. II. p. 307. (e) In loco, (p) Ibid. 
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which thou ſaweſt upon the beaſt, theſe ſhall , 
hate the whore, and ſhall make her deſolate, 
and naked, and (ſhall eat her fleſh and burn her 
with fire.” This paſſage refers to the ſame 
thing as the preceding. They ſhall hate the 
whore.” Who? The horns,” her former fa- 
vourites. And make her deſolate and naked.“ 
What can this mean, but ſpoiling her, of her ſe- 
cular dignity ? They ſhall hare her,” that is, 
„they ſhall ſtrip, and expoſe, and plunder 
her.” (7) They ſhall not only withdraw their 
protection from her, but ſhall uſe their power 
againſt her; ſhall ſtrip her of her ornaments 
and her riches.” (r) Can language point out 
more clearly than this, the ſecular deſtruction 

of the Man of Sin? And did ever any event 
better accord with a prediction, than recent 


events have with this ? (5) 
Thirdly, 


() Bp. Newton, Vol. II, p. 323. There is a remarkable 
agreement between recent events and this language, which 
was written ſeveral years ago. (r) Lowman in loco. This 
remark is no leſs ſtriking than the former. 

() Bp. Newton's words are remarkable: Rome will 
finally be deſtroyed by ſome of the Princes who have been 
reformed, or ſhall be reformed from Popery : and as the 
Kings of France have contributed greatly to her advance- 

ment, 


(2-3 


Thirdly, The great city, and the beaſt, are 
to be totally deſtroyed. Hitherto we have only 


ſeen Rome falling. Its total deſtruction yet re- 
mains. The method, by which this is to be 


effected, was hinted by Daniel, and Paul, but 
is minutely pointed out by St. John. The 18th 
chapter of the Revelations is principally taken 
up in its deſcription. The ſcene is painted 
in awful colours: the City is repreſented in 
flames, and her friends bitterly lamenting her 
ruin. The Kings who had lived deliciouſly 
with her;“ “ the merchants” who had en- 
riched themſelves by her traffic ;“ the ſhip- 
maſters and ſailors” who had navigated her veſ- 
ſels, deeply affected with the fight ; © ſtand afar 
off, weeping and wailing, and ſaying, Alas ! 


alas! that great City, that was cloathed in 


fine linen, and purple, and ſcarlet, and decked 
with gold and precious ſtones and pearls ; for 
in one hour ſuch great riches have come to 
nought. And when they ſaw the ſmoke of her 
burning, they caſt duſt upon their heads, weep- 
ing, and wailing, and ſaying, Alas! alas! that 


ment, it is not impoſſible, nor improbable, that ſome time 
or other they may alſo be the principle authors of her de- 
ſtruction. Vol. II. p. 323. y 


D 2 great 


„ 
PA TY e. FT” * 
= 


R 


* 


—k tt... A. CE. rt — 


21k ang Br $$ 0 ee e 


— F< 4 1 
Fo. Faw +— tran r 3 


636) 


great City, for in one hour is ſhe made de- 
folate.” (7) 

After this awful, but righteous viſitation of 
heaven, on the feat of murder and corruption ; 
according to the order of prophecy, we may ex- 
pect the beaſt will collect all his forces, and 
make war upon Chriſt and his people; when 
by fome unexpected, and perhaps unprecedent- 
ed providence, he and the falſe prophet will be 
taken, and caſt into a lake of fire burning with 
brimſtone. () N 

ä | | The 


() That the City will be totally deſtroyed, and never 
more be inhabited, is as clear as language can make it. 
Rev. xvii. 2. 21---23. Several paſſages hint, that this is to 
be effected by fires. Rev. xviii. 8, 9, 18. chap. xix. 3. 
Whether this will be by the flames of war, fire from hea- 
ven, or volcanic eruptions, we cannot determine. The ſoil 
about Rome is bituminous : and even at Rome there have 
been eruptions of ſuhterrancous fires which have deſtroyed 
ſexeral buildings. Bp. Newton rather favours this opinion. 
Vol. II. p. 331. Lowman ſuppoſes it will be by the“ fire, 
and ſword, and all the calamities of war.“ Chap. xvii. 16. 

Gill favours the ſame featiment, but fuppoſes both may by 
employed. Rev. xviii. 8. 

(2) Rev. xix. 19, 20. The deſign here, ſays Mr. 
Paubuz, “ is to ſhow us, that Chriſt will not only deſtroy 
at laſt, the perſons who at that time ſhall be in poſſeſſion of 
what 1s OOO by the beaſt, and falſe prophet ; but alſo 

utterly 


(8 3 


The two former of theſe judgments have al- 
ready viſited Antichriſt : the third ſtill remains. 
When this will come we are not certain. There 
was an interval between the firſt and ſecond, 
and we may expect a ſhort one betwixt the ſe- 
| cond and third. At the appointed time it ſhall 
come. It 1s probable, at the end of the 1260 
years, reckoned from the data before mention- 
ed. At preſent, however, we can only ſpecu- 
late“ For the viſion is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lie : 
though it tarry, wait for it: becauſe it will 
ſurely come, it will not tarry.” It only remains 
now to improve the whole. And 

Firſt, The fulfilment of Prophecy, is a liv- 
ing witneſs to the truth of Chriſtianity, This 
ſpecies of evidence has ever been conſidered of 
great weight. It is to the Church now, what 
miracles were of old. Miracles were then 
wrought to convince infidels, and confirm be- 
lievers ; and prophecies are now fulfiling for the 
ſame purpoſes. We have ſeen ** a tenth part of 
the City” fall, and in the concuſhon ** the names 


utterly extirpate the ſucceſſion of tyranny and falſe pro- 
phecy for ever.“ Vide Lowman, in loco. Note k. Mede, 
on the Seventh Vial ; and Bp. Newton, Vol, II. p. 334. 
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of men deſtroyed.” (x) We have ſeen “ a vial 
poured out upon the ſeat of the beaſt,” and his 
followers © gnawing their tongues for pain.” (y) 
We have ſeen the horns hate the whore, and 
make her deſolate and naked,” (z) In a word, 
within a few years, we have witneſſed a con- 
nexion betwixt prophecy and providence, as 
remarkable as in any preceding age. Where 
then is the force of the old object ion“ the 
prophecies were written after the events?” If 
this had any weight once, it can have none 
now. Facts are ſtubborn things. We have 
read the prophecies many years ago. We know 
they have been upon record many centuries ; 
and now every newſpaper contains details of 
their completion, Some have requeſted mi- 
racles, as the condition of giving up their 
ſcruples. Even this yau have : for-the moſt 
ſtriking of miracles is the accompliſhment of a 
ſeries of ſcripture prophecies. And does not 
the ſtate of Nineveh, Babylon, Jeruſalem, 
France, the Jews, and Antichriſt, all ſtrictly 
accord with the prophecies, which were of old? 


(x) Rev. xi. 13. Gill in loco. 
O) Rev. xvi. 10. Mede on the Fifth Vial, 
(2) Idem, xvii. 16. Dan. vii. 26. 
Nor 


( 99) 


Nor is this a tranſient miracle, ceaſing as ſoon 
as performed; but is permanent, and protract- 
ed through the courſe of many ages. It is not 
a miracle depending upon the report of others; 
but is ſubject to your own inſpection. It is not 
a miracle exhibited before a few witneſſes only; 


but is open to the examination of all mankind : | 


And after addreſſing itſelf with a convincing 
power to many generations, is ſtill growing, is 
ſtill improving. What ſtronger miracle can you 
require for your conviction ? Or what will avail 
if this be found ineffectual? Alas! if you re- 


ject the evidence of prophecy, neither would 


you be perſuaded though one ſhould ariſe from 
the dead. (a) 

Secondly, Antichriſt's fall from ſecular do- 
mination is a juſt cauſe for joy. The harlot is 
drunk with the blood of the ſaints. Thouſands 
and tens of thouſands have fallen by her cruel- 
ties. Of the Waldenſes, in about forty years, 
ſhe murdered not leſs than a million. By the 
diabolical Court of Inquiſition, in about thirty 
years, a hundred and fifty thouſand more. At 
a moderate computation, fifreen millions were 


(a) Biſhop Newton, Vol, II. p. 411. 
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moſt cruelly tortured, and butchered by the 
Spaniards. In Queen Mary's reign were burnt, 


Archbiſhop Cranmer, four biſhops, twenty-one - 


miniſters, eight private gentlemen, 184 artifi- 
cers, fifty-five women, four children, beſides 
many who died in priſon. In Paris, within 
about three days, ten thouſand were murdered, 
and at the fame time, in different parts* of 
France, not leſs than a hundred-thouland more. 
And in Ircland, in cool blood, about a hun- 
dred and forty thouſand were treated with the 
utmoſt barbarity, and then maſſacred. In the 
whole near ſeventeen millions have been mur- 
dered, beſides many millions baniſhed, 1mpri- 
ſoned, and tormented. The deſtruction of the 
monſter that has ſhed ſo much innocent blood, 
demands a ſong of the higheſt praiſe. He has 


been the rerror of kings, the curfe of mankind, 


and the murderer of the ſaints. But“ his do- 
min!on is taken from him ;” and the Saints re- 
joice at it. 1 heard,” ſays John, a great 
voice of much people in Heaven, ſaying, Al- 
leluia, ſalvation, and glory, and honour, and 
power, unto the Lord our God. For true and 
righteous are his judgments, for he hath judged 


the great whore, which did corrupt the earth 
| with 
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with her fornication, and hath avenged the 


blood of his ſervants at her hand. And again 
they faid, Alleluia, and her ſmoke rofe up for 


ever and ever.” If heaven rejoice in this event, 


how much rather ought we? © A voice came 
out of the throne ſaying, Praife our God, all 
ye his ſervants, and ye that fear him, both ſmall 
and great.” Let both prieſt and people praiſe 
him, ſaying, Alleluia, for the Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth.“ (5) 


Thirdly, The faithfulnefs of God to his'word 


receives additional confirmation by recent tranſ- 
actions. Not a ſingle word that was ſpoken of 
the antient Empires has failed. Every thing has 
been minutely fulfilled. Modern events are the 
accompliſhment of antient predictions; and 
prove, as well as former circumſtances, that “ not 
a jot, or tittle of his word ſhall fail.” And is 


God mindful of his word to the nations ; and 
will he not be mindful of it to his people ? If 


(3) Rev. xix. 1-6. Thefe expreſſions of joy, it is true, 
appear to follow the complete ruin of Antichriſt, which at 
preſent we have not witneſſed. But ſtill, as we have reaſon 
to believe, the death-wound is given, and his final ruin not 
very diſtant, we may exult in the proſpect as though it 
were already done, 
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he is faithful to his enemies, will he not to his 
friends? If he accompliſhes all his threatened 
. judgments, will he not accompliſh all his pro- 
miſed mercies ? If they who are out of Chriſt, 
ſhall never have cauſe to charge him with un- 
faithfulneſs; will they who are in Chriſt ever 
have reaſon to impeach his veracity ? Shall the 
prayer of his people prove unavailing ? Will he 
ceaſe to ſuccour the tempted who fly to him ? 
To ſupport the afflicted who truſt in him? To 
comfort the dying Saint, who is intereſted in 
his love? Or, finally, complete the felicity of 
all the faithful? No. Sooner hall heaven and 
earth paſs away, than he will ſuffer one tittle of 
his word to fail. 
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